tabgarh bazaar escaped, though cholera-stricken pilgrims flocked through it. They were not, however, permitted to linger in the place. On the other hand it is stated that "hardly a village exists in Southern Oudh from which some persons did not resort to the great religious gathering at Allahabad." 293 villages had been attacked by the end of August. Dr. Jack found many cases of cholera among the pilgrims returning from the fair through the Rae Bareilly District. The people were suffering from fatigue and starvation. " No cases occurred in the town or its neighbourhood, except among people who attended the mela" The disease took no hold of the district at the time, as it almost died out early in February, twelve deaths only having taken place from it in that month. During March four deaths were reported, and in April again twelve. In May, however, an epidemic broke out in earnest, and during that month 591 cases and 329 deaths were reported. It has continued ever since, and up to the present time we have had over 7,000 deaths from cholera," " There has been," he adds, " no serious outbreak of cholera here for five years, and I believe that we have the mela to thank for this one." This evidence is inconclusive, and in some respects contradictory. Facts bearing on this subject, require very careful inquiry and impartial sifting. It is to be hoped that Dr. Planck's report for 1882, will deal with the question as exhaustively as possible.
Brigade Surgeon W. Walker, m.a., m.d., has been promoted to the rank of Deputy Surgeon-General, with the local rank of Surgeon-General, in order that he may take the place of Surgeon-General Sir A. Christison, Bart., as medical ruler of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh. Of Dr. Walker's pre-eminent fitness for the appointment, there cannot exist the shadow of a doubt, but the fact that he has been promoted over the heads of some ten men senior to him, has created some natural heart burning. In the Ajmere Jail the average daily number of prisoners was 484, which shows a decrease of 10 per cent, as compared with the preceding year. The health of the prisoners was good throughout the year, the death-rate falling to 10 per thousand, as against 35 per thousand in 1879. In the Native States the daily average number of prisoners was 2,806, a number slightly less than in the preceding year. The death-rate fell from 103 to 48 per thousand. The daily average number of sick prisoners was 179, as against 217 in 1879. The death-rate in the Bhurtpore Jail is still very high, being no less than J 24 per thousand, but it is happily considerably less than in the previous year. Some of the improvements proposed by Dr. Sutherland for the Bhurtpore Jail are, it is reported, being carried into effect, and it is hoped that they may have the effect of reducing the amount of sickness which has for so many years pravailed in this jail. and Magra tank waters are described as being used for all purposes, and their contaminated condition is fully borne out by the results of analysis.
At the Beruipore tank referred to above, platforms are "described as being provided to prevent persons from entering the water when drawing supplies ; this is such a simple precaution that it ought to be more generally known than appears to be the case. Ghats leading down to the water-edge are, I believe, fertile sources of pollution ; they offer inducements to bathe, wash cattle, &c,, which natives find it impossible to resist. In tanks which are kept specially as sources of drinking water, in place of ghats or platforms, it might be useful to provide projecting masonry buttresses with an opening in the floor sufficiently large to admit of vessels being lowered into the water, with pii(ca ridges round three sides, and the central opening to prevent spilled water flowing back directly into the tank. Tanks would thus practically be wells on a large scale. There is another simple precaution which is generally neglected, and that is to surround tanks with a ridge of earth, a foot or two in height, and not to admit surface water until the ground has been well washed by repeated showers."
The same report contains 
